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           OF MEDICATION 
 
Purpose: Indications: 
To aerosolize a medication and deliver it into the 
   pulmonary system for absorption by the capillaries 

Patients experiencing bronchospasm 

Advantages: Disadvantages: Complications: Contraindications: 
Delivers medications 
   rapidly to the 
   circulatory system 
   in the lungs  
Does not require IV 
   access 

Patients in severe distress may not be 
   able to follow directions or inhale a high 
   enough tidal volume to receive 
   sufficient medication to treat their condition 
Very few medications can be given 
   this way 

Tachyarrhythmia 
Ventricular 
   ectopic beats 

None 

 

Confirm dosage, type and route of
administration of the medication

Place medication in reservoir of nebulizer

Assemble nebulizer, attach
mouthpiece and corrugated tubing

Attach oxygen source to nebulizer and
adjust flow to 8 liters per minute or

manufacturer's recommended flow rate

Check mouthpiece and tubing for
presence of nebulized mist

Instruct patient to inhale mist and hold
it in lungs for as long as possible, then

exhale and repeat inhalation

Medication
administered via

nebulizer?

Medication
administered via non-

rebreather mask?
No

Ascertain allergy history of patient

Place medication in reservoir of nebulizer

Assemble nebulizer

Remove reservoir bag from non-
rebreather mask

Attach top of nebulizer (where mouthpiece
usually attaches) to opening in non-rebreather
mask from which  reservoir bag was removed

Check mask for presence of nebulized mist

Instruct patient to inhale mist and hold
it in lungs for as long as possible, then

exhale and repeat inhalation

Place medication in reservoir of nebulizer

Intubate and ventilate patient

Assemble nebulizer; attach corrugated tubing

Attach 15 - 22 mm intubating
mask adapter to end of ET tube

Connect open end of corrugtated
tubing to 15 - 22 mm adapter

Connect bag-valve device to
nebulizer at opening where

mouthpiece is usually attached

Hyperventilate using bag-valve device

Attach oxygen source to nebulizer and
adjust flow to 8 liters per minute or

manufacturer's recommended flow rate

Attach oxygen source to nebulizer and
adjust flow to 8 liters per minute or

manufacturer's recommended flow rate

Yes

Yes

No

 
 
NOTES: 

• Medication approved for nebulized administration: albuterol. 

3-29 


